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the door, other than he?" "El Akhtel et Teghlibi," (56) answered Adi; and Omar said, "He is the unbeliever who says in his verse ..." [And he repeated the following:].When
the poor man heard the merchant's story, he became desirous of marrying his daughter. So he took her to wife and was vouchsafed of her exceeding love. Nor," added the
vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the rich man and his wasteful heir.".?THE DISCIPLE'S STORY..All those who were present laughed at her mockery of

Iblis and marvelled at the goodliness of her observation (209) and her readiness in improvising verses; whilst the Sheikh himself rejoiced and said to her, 'O Tuhfet es
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Sudour, the night is gone; so arise and rest thyself ere the day; and to-morrow all shall be well.' Then all the kings of the Jinn departed, together with those who were
present of guards, and Tuhfeh abode alone, pondering the affair of Er Reshid and bethinking her of how it was with him, after her, and of that which had betided him for her
loss, till the dawn gleamed, when she arose and walked in the palace. Presently she saw a handsome door; so she opened it and found herself in a garden goodlier than
the first, never saw eyes a fairer than it. When she beheld this garden, delight moved her and she called to mind her lord Er Reshid and wept sore, saying, 'l crave of the
bounty of God the Most High that my return to him and to my palace and my home may be near at hand!".Then said he to Aboulhusn, "Praised be God who hath done away
from thee that which irked thee and that | see thee in weal!" And Aboulhusn said, "Never again will | take thee to boon-companion or sitting-mate; for the byword saith,
'Whoso stumbleth on a stone and returneth thereto, blame and reproach be upon him." And thou, O my brother, nevermore will | entertain thee nor use companionship with
thee, for that | have not found thy commerce propitious to me." (32) But the Khalif blandished him and conjured him, redoubling words upon him with "Verily, | am thy guest;
reject not the guest," till Aboulhusn took him and [carrying him home], brought him into the saloon and set food before him and friendly entreated him in speech. Then he
told him all that had befallen him, whilst the Khalif was like to die of hidden laughter; after which Aboulhusn removed the tray of food and bringing the wine-tray, filled a cup
and emptied it out three times, then gave it to the Khalif, saying, "O boon-companion mine, | am thy slave and let not that which | am about to say irk thee, and be thou not
vexed, neither do thou vex me." And he recited these verses:.? ? ? ? ? An if | live, in love of her I'll live, and if | die Of love and longing for her sight, O rare! O excellent!.125.
The Muslim Champion and the Christian Lady cccclxxiv.Then | sang and the captain said, "It is good," Quoth I, "Nay, but thou art loathly." He looked at me and said, "By
Allah, thou shalt never more scent the odour of the world!" But his comrades said to him, "Do it not," and appeased him, till he said, "If it must be so, she shall abide here a
whole year, not going forth." And | said, "I am content to submit to whatsoever pleaseth thee. If | have erred, thou art of those to whom pertaineth clemency." He shook his
head and drank, then arose and went out to do his occasion, what while his comrades were occupied with what they were about of merry-making and drunkenness and
sport. So | winked to my fellows and we slipped out into the corridor. We found the door open and fled forth, unveiled and knowing not whither we went; nor did we halt till
we had left the house far behind and happened on a cook cooking, to whom said I, "Hast thou a mind to quicken dead folk?" And he said, "Come up." So we went up into
the shop, and he said, 'Lie down." Accordingly, we lay down and he covered us with the grass, (137) wherewith he was used to kindle [the fire] under the food..Then he
went to fetch that which he had hidden of the grain, but found it not and returned, perplexed and sorrowful, to the old man, who said to him, 'What aileth thee to be
sorrowful?' And he answered, ‘Methought thou wouldst not pay me my due; so | took of the grain, after the measure of my hire; and now thou hast paid me my due and |
went to bring back to thee that which | had hidden from thee, but found it gone, for those who had happened upon it had stolen it.' The old man was wroth, when he heard
this, and said to the merchant, ‘There is no device [can cope] with ill luck! | had given thee this, but, of the sorriness of thy luck and thy fortune, thou hast done this deed, O
oppressor of thine own self! Thou deemedst | would not acquit thee thy wage; but, by Allah, nevermore will | give thee aught." And he drove him away from him..Then she
folded the letter and giving it to her slave-girl, bade her carry it to El Abbas and bring back his answer thereto. Accordingly, Shefikeh took the letter and carried it to the
prince, after the doorkeeper had sought leave of him to admit her. When she came in to him, she found with him five damsels, as they were moons, clad in [rich] apparel
and ornaments; and when he saw her, he said to her, "What is thine occasion, O handmaid of good?" So she put out her hand to him with the letter, after she had kissed it,
and he bade one of his slave-girls receive it from her. Then he took it from the girl and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport; whereupon "We are God's and
to Him we return!" exclaimed he and calling for ink- horn and paper, wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? "Fair patience practise, for thereon still followeth content.” So runs
the rede 'mongst all that dwell in city or in tent..Men and our Lord Jesus, The Three, i. 282..?STORY OF THE SHARPERS WITH THE MONEY-CHANGER AND THE
ASS..The king gave him leave for this and the vizier betook himself to the queen and said to her, "I am come to thee, on account of a grave reproach, and | would have thee
be truthful with me in speech and tell me how came the youth into the sleeping-chamber." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge whatsoever [of it]" and swore to him a solemn
oath thereof, whereby he knew that she had no knowledge of the matter and that she was not at fault and said to her, "l will teach thee a device, where- with thou mayst
acquit thyself and thy face be whitened before the king." "What is it?" asked she; and he answered, saying, "When the king calleth for thee and questioneth thee of this, say
thou to him, "Yonder youth saw me in the privy-chamber and sent me a message, saying, "I will give thee a hundred jewels, to whose price money may not avail, so thou
wilt suffer me to foregather with thee." | laughed at him who bespoke me with these words and rebuffed him; but he sent again to me, saying, "An thou fall not in with my
wishes, | will come one of the nights, drunken, and enter and lie down in the sleeping-chamber, and the king will see me and kill me; so wilt thou be put to shame and thy

face will be blackened with him and thine honour abased.™ Be this thy saying to the king, and | will presently go to him and repeat this to him." Quoth the queen, "And | also
of them went up to the [supposed] dead man and dealt him nigh upon a hundred blows, exclaiming the while, one, 'This is for (45) my father!" and another, 'This is for my
grandfather!" whilst a third said, ‘This is for my brother!" and a fourth, 'This is for my mother!" And they gave not over taking turns at him and beating him, till they were weary,
what while EI Merouzi stood laughing and saying in himself, ‘It is not | alone who have entered into sin against him. There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most
High, the Supreme!'.Then he wrote a letter to King Azadbekht, saying to him, "I am a servant of thy servants and a slave of thy slaves and my daughter is a handmaid at thy
service, and may God the Most High prolong thy days and appoint thy times [to be] in delight and contentment! Indeed, | still went girded of the waist in thy service and in
caring for the preservation of thy dominion and warding off thine enemies from thee; but now | abound yet more than before in zeal and watchfulness, for that | have taken
this to charge upon myself, since my daughter is become thy wife." And he despatched a messenger to the king with the letter and a present..? ? ? ? ? Whenas mine eyes
behold thee not, that day As of my life | do not reckon aye;.The Fourth Day..? ? ? ? ? Since thou hast looked on her, mine eye, be easy, for by God Nor mote nor ailment

needst thou fear nor evil accident..? ? ? ? ? | fear me for my body from sickness and unrest, Lest of the fear of sev'rance it be betrayed and slain..? ? ? ? ? The herald of

chief of the kings, the wise say, 'The kingship is a building, whereof the troops are the foundation," and whenas the foundation is strong, the building endureth; wherefore it
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behoveth the king to strengthen the foundation, for that they say, 'Whenas the foundation is weak, the building falleth." On like wise it behoveth the king to care for his troops
and do justice among his subjects, even as the owner of the garden careth for his trees and cutteth away the weeds that have no profit in them; and so it behoveth the king
to look into the affairs of his subjects and fend off oppression from them. As for thee, O king," continued Shehrzad, "it behoveth thee that thy vizier be virtuous and versed in
the knowledge of the affairs of the folk and the common people; and indeed God the Most High hath named his name (166) in the history of Moses (on whom be peace!)
whenas He saith, [Quoth Moses] 'And make me a vizier of my people, Aaron [my brother]. (167) Could a vizier have been dispensed withal, Moses ben Imran had been
worthier [than any of this dispensation]. (168).Therewith the king was filled with wrath and said, "Bring him forthright," So they brought the youth before him, shackled, and
the king said to him, "Out on thee! Thou hast sinned a great sin and the time of thy life hath been long; (112) but needs must we put thee to death, for that there is for us no
ease in thy life after this,"” "O king," answered he, "know that I, by Allah, am guiltless, and by reason of this | hope for life, for that he who is guiltless of offence goeth not in
fear of punishment neither maketh great his mourning and his concern; but whoso hath sinned, needs must his sin be expiated upon him, though his life be prolonged, and
it shall overtake him, even as it overtook Dadbin the king and his vizier." "How was that?" asked Azadbekht, and the youth said,.? ? ? ? ? |. The Twelfth Officer's Story
dcccexxxix.The prefect released the man and gave him back all that the thieves had taken from him; and he laid hands on the woman and the rest and took forth of the
house treasures galore. Amongst the rest, they found the money-bag of the Turcoman sheep-merchant. The thieves they nailed up incontinent against the wall of the
house, whilst, as for the woman, they wrapped her in one of her veils and nailing her [to a board, set her] upon a camel and went round about the town with her. Thus God
razed their dwelling-places and did away from me that which | feared. All this befell, whilst | looked on, and | saw not my friend who had saved me from them the first time,
whereat | marvelled to the utterest of marvel. However, some days afterward, he came up to me, and indeed he had renounced (130) [the world] and donned a fakir's habit;

and he saluted me and went away..When the vizier returned to the king, the latter sought of him the story of the man whose caution slew him and be said, "Know, O august

alike to slave and free; On Him is my reliance in good and evil cheer..When the king returned from his journey, he questioned his vizier of the affairs of his kingdom and the
latter answered, 'All is well, O king, save a vile matter, which | have discovered here and wherewith | am ashamed to confront the king; but, if | hold my peace thereof, | fear
lest other than | discover it and | [be deemed to] have played traitor to the king in the matter of my [duty of] loyal warning and my trust.' Quoth Dabdin, 'Speak, for thou art
none other than a truth-teller, a trusty one, a loyal counsellor in that which thou sayest, undistrusted in aught." And the vizier said, 'O king, this woman to whose love thy
heart cleaveth and of whose piety thou talkest and her fasting and praying, | will make plain to thee that this is craft and guile." At this, the king was troubled and said, 'What
is to do?' 'Know,' answered the vizier, 'that some days after thy departure, one came to me and said to me, "Come, O vizier, and look." So | went to the door of the [queen's]
sleeping-chamber and beheld her sitting with Aboulkhair, her father's servant, whom she favoureth, and she did with him what she did, and this is the manner of that which |
saw and heard.".? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story ii.When the king had departed on his journey, the vizier said in himself, 'Needs must | look upon this damsel whom
the king loveth with all this love." So he hid himself in a place, that he might look upon her, and saw her overpassing description; wherefore he was confounded at her and
his wit was dazed and love got the mastery of him, so that he said to her, saying, 'Have pity on me, for indeed | perish for the love of thee." She sent back to him, saying, 'O
vizier, thou art in the place of trust and confidence, so do not thou betray thy trust, but make thine inward like unto thine outward (113) and occupy thyself with thy wife and
that which is lawful to thee. As for this, it is lust and [women are all of] one taste. (114) And if thou wilt not be forbidden from this talk, | will make thee a byword and a
reproach among the folk." When the vizier heard her answer, he knew that she was chaste of soul and body; wherefore he repented with the utmost of repentance and
feared for himself from the king and said, 'Needs must | contrive a device wherewithal | may destroy her; else shall | be disgraced with the king.".19. Hassan of Bassora and
the King's Daughter of the Jinn cclxxxvi.Love to its victim clings without relent, and he Of torments and unease complaineth evermore..King's Daughter of Baghdad, El

Abbas and the, iii. 53.
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