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that the man approaching from the other graveside service was neither a Negro nor a stranger. Detective Thomas Vanadium was annoying enough to be an honorary
Hackachak.."D'you have a bag?".She could have used the chair. Sitting, however, she wouldn't be able to see his face..Their apartment was in a four-story Victorian house
that dripped gingerbread, in the exclusive Pacific Heights district. It had been converted to apartments with deep respect for the architecture, years before Wally bought
it..Tongue clamped between his teeth as he concentrated on keeping the blue crayon within the lines of the bunny, Barty nodded. "Yeah.."I don't ... don't understand."
Blinking sleepily, pretending to be still thickheaded from tranquilizers and whatever other drugs they were dripping into his veins, Junior was pleased by the note of
perplexity in his hoarse voice, although he knew that even an Oscar-caliber performance would not win over this critic..In spite of his dumpy appearance-and especially in
the dark, where appearances didn't count-Vanadium had the aura of a mystic. Although Junior didn't believe in mystics or in the various unearthly powers they claimed to
possess, he knew that mystics who believed in themselves were exceptionally dangerous people..After a surgeon had lanced fifty-four boils and cut the cores from the
thirty-one most intractable (shaving the patient's head to get at the twelve that were festering on his scalp), and after three days of hospitalization to guard against
staphylococcus infection, and after he had been turned back into the world as bald as Daddy Warbucks and with the promise of permanent scarring, Junior visited the Reno
library to catch up with current events..Evidently, either Frank Sinatra was an enthusiasm that Victoria and the detective shared, or the nurse purchased some of the
crooner's records expressly for their dinner engagement..That night, in Barty's room, after Agnes had listened to his prayers and then had tucked him in for the night, she
sat on the edge of his bed. "Honey, I was wondering.... Now that you've had more time to think, could you explain to me what happened?".Neither customers nor staff could
be found in the first of the three large rooms. Only cheaper galleries were crowded with browsers and unctuous sales personnel. In an establishment as upscale as Coquin,
the hoi polloi were discouraged from gawking, while the high value and extreme desirability of the art were made evident by the staff's almost pathological aversion to
promoting the merchandise..She was astonished and moved. "I'm a hopeless throwback to the nineteenth century. How could you realize what's been on my mind?".The
paramedic snatched the oxygen feed from his patient's nose and quickly elevated his head, providing a purge towel to catch the thin ejecta..His musical abilities were most
likely an offshoot of his more extraordinary talent for math. He said that music was numbers, and what he seemed to mean was that he could all but instantly translate the
notes of any song into a personal numerical code, retain it, and repeat the song by repeating the memorized sequence of code. When he read sheet music, he saw
arrangements of numbers..The shriek of the sirens groaned into silence. The police must have pulled to the curb in the street..The upper shelf of the closet held boxes and
two inexpensive suitcases: pressboard laminated with green vinyl. He took down the suitcases and put them on the bed..No turning back. In the fuming blackness, they
would become disoriented in seconds, fall, and suffocate as surely as they would burn. Besides, the open window, providing draft, would draw the fire rapidly down the
hallway at their backs..Considering his battered and stitched face, considering also his tragic and colorful history, Vanadium spoke with remarkably little drama. His voice
was calm, nearly flat, rising and falling so little that he almost talked in a monotone..Then quickly from Spruce Hills to Eugene by car, from Eugene to Orange County Airport
by a chartered aircraft, from Orange County to Bright Beach in a stolen '68 Oldsmobile 4-4-2 Hurst, while the advantage of surprise remained with him. Carrying a newly
acquired, silencer-fitted 9-mm pistol, spare magazines of ammunition, three sharp knives, a police lock-release gun, and one piece of steaming luggage, Junior had arrived
late the previous evening.."Oh, that's me, all right. I'm on the FBIs most-wanted list for criminal pie jostling.".Junior forgot all about seduction. "And she--what?--She adopted
her sister's baby?"."He's crafty, you say. Can you use him?".At the grave, they arrived with red and white roses. Agnes carried the red, and Barty brought the white.."I don't
know." He was silent a moment. "That's what's going to be interesting.".Ferocious pirates, ruthless secret agents, brain-eating aliens from distant galaxies, super criminals
hell-bent on ruling the world, bloodthirsty vampires, face-gnawing werewolves, savage Gestapo thugs, mad scientists, satanic cultists, insane carnival freaks, hate-crazed
Ku Klux Klansmen, knife-worshiping thrill killers, and emotionless robot soldiers from other planets had slashed, stabbed, burned, shot, gouged, torn, clubbed, crushed,
stomped, hanged, bitten, eviscerated, beheaded, poisoned, drowned, radiated, blown up, mangled, mutilated, and tortured uncounted victims in the pulp magazines that
Paul had been reading since childhood. Yet not one scene in those hundreds upon hundreds of issues of colorful tales withered a corner of his soul as did a glimpse of
Barty's empty sockets. The sight wasn't in the least gory, nor even gruesome. Paul cringed and looked away only because this evidence of the boy's loss too pointedly
made him think about the terrible vulnerability of the innocent in the freight-train path of nature, and threatened to tear off the fragile scab on the anguish that he still felt over
Perri's death..Though she worried that reading would strain his eyes, worsening his condition, she recognized the irrationality of her fear. Muscles don't atrophy from use,
nor eyes wear out from too much seeing..At 3:3 1 A.M., even the early-winter dawn wasn't near, yet Junior was too awake to return to bed. Though sweet, though
melancholy, never ominous, the ghostly singing had left him feeling ... threatened. He considered taking a shower and getting an early start on the day. But he kept
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remembering Psycho: Anthony Perkins dressed in women's clothes and wielding a butcher knife..THE GENEROUS EXPENSE allowance provided by Simon Magusson
paid for a three-room suite at a comfortable hotel. One bedroom for Tom Vanadium, one for Celestina and Angel..His homely face was long and narrow, as though pulled
into that shape by the weight of his responsibilities. In other circumstances, however, his generous mouth might have shaped an appealing smile; and his green eyes had in
them the compassion of someone who himself had known great loss..Dr. Daines spoke with Celestina in the corridor, outside the door to 724. Some of the passing nurses
were nuns in wimples and full-length habits, drifting like spirits along the hallway.."I'll always know your face," he promised. "Even if you have to go away and you're gone a
hundred years, I'll remember what you looked like, how you felt.".At one point late in the afternoon, as all three Hackachaks were hurling scorn and invective at Junior, he
noticed Vanadium standing in the doorway, observing. Perfect. He pretended not to see the cop, and when next he sneaked a look, he discovered that Vanadium had
vanished like a wraith. A thick slab of a wraith..Anyway, the thing that scared her was not the monstrous father of this child. The fearsome thing was the decision that she
had made a few minutes ago, in the unused hospital room on the seventh floor..Chan nodded. "Considering the advanced stage of Bartholomew's malignancies, he should
have complained earlier than he did.".Beyond the windows, the winter night sifted sootily down through the twinkling city, as he sat in his living room with a glass of Dry
Sack in one hand and the picture of Celestina White in the other..He also concluded arrangements to open an account for Gammoner in a Grand Cayman Island bank and
one for Pinchbeck in Switzerland..faiths and inhibiting rules that confused humanity, when he was sufficiently enlightened to believe only in himself, he would be able to trust
his instincts, for they would be free of society's toxic views, and he would be assured of success and happiness if always he followed these gut feelings..Celestina was
hardly more than a child herself, pretending to have the strong shoulders and the breadth of experience to bear this burden. She felt half crushed."You did just fine, Tom,
just fine," Agnes said in a consoling tone that she might have used with a boy whose performance, at a piano recital, had been earnest but undistinguished. "We were all
quite impressed.".Clutching the red rose in his left hand, the brightly wrapped gift box half crushed in his right, Thomas Vanadium lay at Junior's mercy, with no tricks to
perform, no quarter to set dancing across his knuckles,.Agnes had lifted him to this perch. Now she smoothed his hair, straightened his shirt, and retied his loosened
shoelaces, finding it even harder than she had expected to say what needed to be said. She thought she might require Dr. Chan's presence, after all..Celestina, Grace,
even Tom himself, had taken extraordinary measures to leave no slightest trail. Those very few authorities who knew how to reach Tom and, through him, the others, were
acutely aware that his whereabouts and phone number must be tightly guarded.."But I had greater facility with cards than most magicians. I trained with Moses Moon,
greatest card mechanic of his generation.".The barren white walls, the stark furniture starkly arranged, the rigorous exclusion of bric-a-brac and mementos: this resulted in
the closest thing to a true monastic cell to be found outside of a monastery. The only quality of the apartment that identified it as a secular residence was its comfortable
size, and if Industrial Woman had been replaced with a crucifix, even size might have been insufficient to rule out residence by some fortunate friar..He also sought a
supplier of high-quality counterfeit ID. This proved easier than he anticipated..The following April, when he proposed to her, she wouldn't have him. "You're sweet, Paul, but
I can't let you throw your life away on me. You're this ... this beautiful ship that will sail a long way, to fascinating places, and I'd only be your anchor.".Agnes found this turn
of events amazing, amusing, ironic-and a little sad. She would have dearly loved to teach the boy to read and write, to see his knowledge and competence slowly flower
under her care. Although she fully supported Barty's exploration of his gifts, and although she was proud of his astounding achievements, she felt that his swift
advancement was robbing her of some of the shared joy of his childhood, even though he remained in so many ways a child..Junior leaned forward and slid the packet of
cash across the desk, toward the detective. "There's more where this came from.".This sight that might inspire celebration among sailors was denied to Barty, who rode in
the backseat with Agnes. Neither could he see how the crimson sky studied its painted face in the mirror of the ocean, nor how a burning blush shimmered on the waves,
nor how the veil of night slowly returned modesty to the heavens..This galerieur was tall, with silver hair, chiseled features, and the all-knowing, imperious manner of a
gynecologist to royalty. He wore a well-tailored gray suit, and his gold Rolex was the very watch that Wroth Griskin might have killed for in his salad days..And so at the age
of thirty-one, after more than twenty-eight years of blindness with a few short reprieves, Barty Lampion received the gift of sight from his ten-year-old daughter. 1996
through 2000: Day after day, the work was done in memory of Agnes Lampion, Joey Lampion, Harrison White, Seraphim White, Jacob Isaacson, Simon Magusson, Tom
Vanadium, Grace White, and most recently Wally Lipscomb, in memory of all those who had given so much and, though perhaps still alive in other places, were gone from
here..Out of a sphinx face, Obadiah conjured a smile that lifted the point of his white goatee when he turned his head to look at Edom. "Ah ... so long ago," he murmured, as
though speaking to himself. "So long ago ... but I remember now." He winked at Edom..He would have liked to take Industrial Woman, as well, but she weighed a quarter
ton. He couldn't manage her alone, and he dared not hire a day worker, not even an illegal alien, to assist him, and thereby compromise the Pinchbeck van and
identity.."Take care you don't beat evil into him," said his aunt..He missed Naomi. She'd always known exactly the right thing to say or do, improving his mood with a few
words or with just her touch, when he was feeling down..As Junior stood at Seraphim's grave, his breath smoked from him in the still night air, as though he were a
dragon.."Nah. Every secret society has a secret handshake. We'll have this instead." Her face was still close to his, and she rubbed noses with him..On this momentous
day, however, drawing provided no solace. Frequently, her hands shook, and she could not control the pencil..Celestina circled him, half carrying but also half dragging the
chair, either because her nerves were still ringing and her arms were weak--or because she was faking weakness in the hope of luring him to a reckless response. Junior
circled her while she rounded oil him frantically trying to deal with the pistol without taking his eyes off his adversary..Angel found this hysterical, and Agnes said
long-sufferingly, "Thank you for the language lesson, Master Lampion.".One of the coin seekers knocked against Junior, jarring him loose of his paralysis, but when he
stumbled out of the line of fire of the second vending machine, a third machine shot quarters at him..Junior had thought most other policemen must consider Vanadium to
be a loose cannon, a rogue, an outcast. Perhaps the opposite was true-and if it was, if Vanadium was highly regarded among his peers, he was immeasurably more
dangerous than Junior had realized..Nor could she begin to imagine the nature of the disaster that had befallen him, leaving his face looking blasted and loose at all its
hinges. She had last seen him at Phimie's funeral. A few minutes ago at her doorstep, she'd recognized him only because of his port-wine birthmark..Calcimine moonlight
cast an arctic illusion over the boneyard. The grass was as eerily silver as snow at night, and gravestones tilted like pressure ridges of ice in a fractured wasteland..To the
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window. The warm room sucked cooling fog out of the night, and she leaned across the sill into the streaming mist..The word diarrhea was inadequate to describe this
affliction. In spite of the books he'd read to improve his vocabulary, Junior could not think of any word sufficiently descriptive and powerful enough to convey his misery and
the hideousness of his ordeal..The fact that Barty saw twisty spots with either eye closed had prepared Agnes for this bleak news. Yet in spite of the defense that
foreknowledge provided her, the teeth of sorrow bit deep.."I thought there was a burglar," Junior groaned, but he knew better than to spit out his entire story at once, for
then he would appear to be reciting a script..force open Edom's mouth. "Eat your sin, boy, eat your sin!" Edom resists eating his sin, but he's afraid for his eyes,.Eventually,
when he had gone through the entire directory, if he'd had no success, he would phone each red-checked listing and ask for Bartholomew. A few hundred calls, no doubt.
Some would involve long-distance charges, but he could afford the toll..hooves. This was no demon child. Its father's evil was'nt visibly reflected in its small."I get peed off,
and I miss some things terrible. But I'm not sad. And you've got to not be sad, either, 'cause it spoils everything.".Maybe his pursuit of the matter sprang from mere curiosity,
the desire to discover what a child of his might look like; however, if something else lay behind his interest, the motivation would not be benign. Whatever Cain's intentions,
he would prove to be at least an annoyance to Celestina and the little girl-and possibly a danger.."Better. Fear doesn't require him even to seduce a woman or to buy a
bottle of whiskey. He just needs to open himself to it, and he will be filled like a glass under a faucet. As difficult as this may be to comprehend, Cain would choose to be
neck-deep in a bottomless pool of terror, desperately trying to stay afloat, rather than to suffer that unrelieved hollowness. Fear can give shape and meaning to his life, and I
intend not merely to fill him with fear but to drown him in it."."Imagine me thinking you'd be gone," she said to Barty. "Your old mum is losing it. I never made a deal with
Rumpelstiltskin, so there's nothing for him to collect."."Besides, I still live by my vows as much as possible, though I've had the longest continuing dispensation on record." A
smile on that cracked countenance could be touching, but an ironic look now worked less well; it gave Kathleen a chill. "Vanity is a sin I've more easily been able to avoid
than some others.".Friday brought Scamp again, all of Scamp, all day, every way, wall-to-wall Scamp, so on Saturday he hadn't enough energy to do more than
shower..Junior vigorously scrubbed his corpse-licked cheek with one hand. Then he scrubbed his hand against the musician's raincoat..The bright side was easy to see. If
Vanadium's reputation among other cops and among prosecutors was that of a paranoid, a pathetic a after phantom perpetrators, his unsupported belief that Naomi.Yet
through the summer of 1966, following this call, he acted like a man who was haunted. A sudden draft, even if warm, chilled him and caused him to turn in circles, seeking
the source. In the middle of the night, the most innocent of sounds could scramble him from bed and send him on a search of the apartment, flinching from harmless
shadows and twitching at looming invisibilities that he imagined he saw at the edges of his vision..He was a man of medicine and science, who had been served well by
hard logic and by an unwavering commitment to reason. He wasn't prepared easily to accept the notion that logic and reason, while essential tools to anyone hoping to lead
a full and happy life, were nevertheless sufficient to describe either the physical world or the human experience..She realized she hadn't turned on the radio. Before she
could reach for the switch, she was asleep..Evidently, her face was knotted with the effort to remember what the child had looked like, for the physician said, "Yes? What's
wrong?".On January 2, 1968, four days before his birthday, Bartholomew Lampion gave up his eyes that he might live, and accepted a fife of blindness with no hope of
bathing in light again until, in his good time, he left this world for a better one..Beyond the window, behind veils of rain and fog, the metropolis appeared to be more
enigmatic than Stonehenge, as unknowable as any city in our dreams..He spent the afternoon with her and stayed for dinner. He ate at her bedside, feeding both himself
and her, balancing the progress of his meal with hers, so they finished together. He'd never fed her before, yet he wasn't awkward with her, or she with him, and later what
he remembered of dinner was the conversation, not the logistics..Instead, trying not to let Barty see the depth of her concern, she told him to get his jacket from the front
closet, and she got hers, and leaving the buttermilk-raisin pies unfinished, she drove him to the doctor's office, because he was her reason to breathe, the engine of her
heart, her hope and joy, her everlasting bond to her lost husband. Dr. Joshua Nunn was only forty-eight, but he had appeared grandfatherly since Agnes had first gone to
him as a patient after the death of her father, more than ten years ago. His hair turned pure white before he was thirty. Every day off, he either worked assiduously on his
twenty-foot sportfisher, Hippocratic Boat, which he scraped and painted and polished and repaired with his own hands, or puttered around Bright Bay in it, fishing as though
the fate of his soul depended on the size of his catch; consequently, he spent so much time in the salt air and sun that his perpetually tan face was well-wizened at the
corners of his eyes and as appealingly creased as that of the best of grandfathers. Joshua applied the same diligence to the preservation of a round belly and a second chin
that he brought to the maintenance of his boat, and considering his wire-rimmed eyeglasses and bow tie and suspenders and the elbow patches on his jacket, he seemed
to have intentionally sculpted his physical appearance to put his patients at ease, as surely as he had selected his wardrobe for the same purpose..Reluctant to leave Joey's
body with the oddly jumpy mortician, Jacob nevertheless crossed the porch of the Victorian style funeral home and left without glancing back. He walked one mile home,
alert to passing traffic, especially cautious at intersections..He must be careful in his approach to her. He dared not rush into this. Think it through. Devise a strategy. This
valuable opportunity must not be wasted..WITH BRIGHT BEACH under assault by one miserable flu and by an uncountable variety of common colds, business was brisk
this Monday at Damascus Pharmacy..The birthmarked man identified himself as Detective Thomas Vanadium. He did not use the familiar, diminutive form of his name, as
had the doctor, and his voice was as uninflected as his face was flat and homely..At home, after phoning her folks, Celestina made a ham sandwich. She ate a quarter of it.
Then two bites of a chocolate croissant. One spoonful of butter pecan ice cream. Everything was without taste, more bland than Phimie's hospital food, and it cloyed in her
throat..Like a spring-loaded novelty snake erupting from a can, Junior exploded up from the chair, nearly knocking it over..rearview mirror was not hung with one of those
tacky decorative deodorizers. The seats, regularly treated with leather soap, were softer and more supple than they had been when the car had shipped out of."Even when I
was a young boy," Tom continued, "the world felt a lot different to me from the way it looked to other people. I don't mean I was smarter. I've got maybe a little better than
average IQ, but nothing I could brag about. Flunked geography twice and history once. No one would ever confuse me and Einstein. It's just, I felt ... such complexity and
mystery that other people didn't appreciate, such layered beauty, layers upon layers like phyllo pastry, each new layer more amazing than the last. I can't explain it to you
without sounding like a holy fool, but even as a boy, I wanted to serve the God who had created so much wonder, regardless of how strange and perhaps even beyond all
understanding He might be."
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