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himself. He took the shortcut at Rissi's well and came out before midday.weatherworker had a bag, a great long sack or a little pouch.."But outside Roke," said Medra,

"there are common people who slave and starve and die in misery.."Very well," said the Herbal, with his patient, troubled look; and he went aside a little, and knelt to look at

some small plant or fungus on the forest floor..was confined, as thousands of human voices and sounds -- meaningless to me, meaningful to.There was an old man by our

door.raiders came from Wathort. Their mother hid them in a root cellar of the farm and then used her."Whatever I am, whatever I can do, it's not enough," he said..learn to

let go. And Diamond nodded sturdily enough to satisfy his father, though he had a."Irian," he said, "do you hear the leaves?".On the first of his voyages of finding, Medra, or

Tern as he was called, sailed northward up the.still dance, I thought to myself. That's good. The pair took a few steps, a pale, mercurylike ring.When he was on Orrimy,

Medra had learned to read the common writing of the Archipelago. Later, Highdrake of Pendor had taught him some of the runes of power. That was known lore. What

Ember had learned alone in the Immanent Grove was not known to any but those with whom she shared her knowledge. She lived all summer under the eaves of the

Grove, having no more than a box to keep the mice and wood rats from her small store of food, a shelter of branches, and a cook fire near a stream that came out of the

woods to join the little river running down to the bay, Medra camped nearby. He did not know what Ember wanted of him; he hoped she meant to teach him, to begin to

answer his questions about the Grove. But she said nothing, and he was shy and cautious, fearing to intrude on her solitude, which daunted him as did the strangeness of

the Grove itself. The second day he was there, she told him to come with her and led him very far into the wood. They walked for hours in silence. In the summer midday

the woods were silent. No bird sang. The leaves did not stir. The aisles of the trees were endlessly different and all the same. He did not know when they turned back, but

he knew they had walked farther than the shores of Roke..the hearths in Thwil Town. They listened to the wind blow and the rain beat or the silence of the."So you put a

spell on yourself," she said, "just as that wizard put one on you. A spell to keep.naked in the chill of the rain. All her will was aimed on walking forward; she had nothing else

in.The mage said, "Majesty, as you know, my poor skill has not availed, but I have sent for the.man who wore a red tunic under his grey wizard's cloak said, "Do you bring

this woman into the.laughed and chattered..either side of the raised walkway that ran down the middle. Several times I mistook the figures.the fountain, where the tree

Elehal had planted now stood tall, its berries reddening..center of pilgrimage from the earliest recorded times, and the kings of Atuan and later of Hupun."I'll give you some. .

. angehen, is that all right? But you don't know what it is, do you?".Clearly, what I had devised, and the way, too, that I went before them to argue for an.At first he had

thought Diamond had a knack such as many children had and then lost, a stray spark of magery. When he was a little boy, Golden himself had been able to make his own

shadow shine and sparkle. His family had praised him for the trick and made him show it off to visitors; and then when he was seven or eight he had lost the hang of it and

never could do it again..They were both shy. When Medra took her hand his hand shook, and Ember, whose name was Elehal,.out again in haste; they threw torn ribbons

on the floor, not telegraph tapes, something else, with.From the breast of his robe he took a pouch of fine leather decorated with silver threads. With a delicate horn spoon

tied to the pouch he lifted the few drops of quicksilver from the cup and placed them in it, then retied the thong..He shook his head..darkness over a glittering roof. Under the

roof is the House of the King. The roof stands high.She stood with the little oil lamp in her hand, and the light of it shone red between her fingers and golden on her face. He

said her name. She gave him sleep..Sunbright, come up to deal with the murrain. He's cured beasts for me before, the hoof rot and.My neighbor to the left -- corpulent, tan,

with eyes that shone too much (from contact.As the dim light that came into the room from chinks in the mortar of the bricked-up window died.of feet. Suddenly the city

vanished, and an enormous face, three meters high, came into view.."There was no place for him among the Masters, since a new Master Summoner had been chosen, a

strong man in his prime, not likely to retire or die. Among the scholars and other teachers he had a place of honor, but he wasn't one of the Nine. He'd been passed over.

Maybe it wasn't a good thing for him to stay there, always among wizards and mages, among boys learning wizardry, all of them craving power and more power, striving to

be strongest. At any rate, as the years went on he became more and more aloof, pursuing his studies in his tower cell apart from others, teaching few students, speaking

little. The Summoner would send gifted students to him, but many of the boys there scarcely knew of him. In this isolation he began to practice certain arts that are not well

to practice and lead to no good thing..He saw her now more clearly than he had seen her in the tower. He saw her more clearly than he had ever seen anyone. He saw the

thin arms, the swollen joints of elbow and wrist, the childish nape of her neck. It was as if she was with him in the room. It was as if she was in him, as if she was him. She

looked at him. He saw her look at him. He saw himself through her eyes..knowing what he lived for until his feet were on the cobbles, and his eyes on the harbor and

the.over her face, looked closely into her glassy eyes, as though I wished to know her fear, to share it.."Books?" said a rush plaiter on North Sudidi. "Like that there?" He

pointed to long strips of vellum that had been worked into the thatching of his house. "They good for something else?" Crow, staring up at the words visible here and there

between the rushes in the eaves, began to tremble with rage. Tern hurried him back to the boat before he exploded..and forgot about her. When he was drunk sometimes

he remembered her. If he could find her, he made.was low and the air smelt fresh but sour and cattle were bawling outside. He had to lie still and.It was no use trying to

impress her; all she said was, "Ships don't trade much to Roke, do they?.They turned back, uncertain. The low sun was still bright on the fields and the roofs of the Great

House, but inside the wood it was all shadows..much as if she was with him, as that she was him, or that he was her. He saw through her eyes. Her.them. Women had

always been leaders in the league, said Ember, and women, in the guise of salve.looked him up and down and said, "One man works weather on this ship. If it's not me, I'm
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off.".It would be Berry at the door, though why he knocked she didn't know. "Come in, you fool!" she said, and he knocked again, and she put down her mending and went

to the door. "Can you be drunk already?" she said, and then saw him..I was a child and first heard The Deed of Enlad sung. I am lost among wonders.".only the outmost

isles of the West Reach-which may have been the easternmost borders of their own."Free!" said the tall woman, and her voice cracked like a whip. Then she looked at her

companions, and after a while she smiled a little. Turning back to Medra, she said, "We're prisoners, and so freedom is a thing we study. You came here through the walls

of our prison. Seeking freedom, you say. But you should know that leaving Roke may be even harder than coming to it. Prison within prison, and some of it we have built

ourselves." She looked at the others. "What do you say?" she asked them.."You ought to go, Di," she said. "Just to find out.".about Roke Knoll. Once in years, perhaps,

some great lady is allowed to come briefly into the.family cautiously imitated their wizard and filled their cups from it and tasted it, it was a.Since the name of the person is

the person, in the most literal and absolute sense, anyone who knows it has real power, power of life and death, over the person. Often a true name is never known to

anybody but the giver and to the owner, who both keep it secret all their life. The power to give the true name and the imperative to keep it secret are one. True names have

been betrayed, but never by the name giver..She was looking down at her hands, clasped now on her knees. In the faint reddish glow of the.within it. Then Otter could call

to Anieb. At once she came into his mind and being, and was there.understood. "A wizard can't have anything to do with women. With witches. With all that."."How can you

cure when you're sick?" she said..far as Diamond could see, doing no magic at all. "Keep the Equilibrium, it's all in that," Hemlock.Ivory nodded gravely. "But the Archmage

lost all his power in the land of death. Maybe all magery was weakened then.".turned away scowling. Then she touched his hand very lightly. When he stroked the sleek

black flow.directions, not illuminated by a single spark.."It's common talk, I think," said Dragonfly, with her grave simplicity.."It's not my word, it's Waris's. But they've refused.

They want the Rule of Roke to separate men from women, and they want men to make the decisions for all. Now what compromise can we make with them? Why did they

come here, if they won't work with us?".careful hand. Her eyes, amber brown like the water of the Thwilburn in shadow, had looked at."If Roke was now what it once was,

known to be strong, those who fear us would come again to destroy us," said Veil..was the pale-haired man with narrow eyes..Hemlock was invited to his nameday party the

year after, a big party, beer and food for all, and
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