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MANDEL BAY MERCHANDISE, FRANKLIN CENTER OUTLET. In the recessed area outside, a small crowd was listening appreciatively to a string quartet playing a piece
that Bernard recognized 'as Beethoven. Suddenly, for a moment, Earth seemed less far away. Three of the Chironians--a Chinese-looking youth wearing a lime-green coat,
a tall Negro with a small beard and wearing a dark jacket with shirt and necktie, and a blue-eyed, fair-haired, Caucasian in shirt-sleeves-recognized Jay, detached
themselves from the audience, and came over. Jay introduced them as Chang, Rastus, and Murphy, which confused Bernard because Murphy was the Chinese, Chang the
black, and Rastus the white. Bernard had some misgivings to start with, but they looked decent enough; and if they had been listening to Beethoven, he decided, they
couldn't be too bad. He glanced over his shoulder instinctively before remembering that the Mayflower//was twenty thousand miles away, realized that he could afford to
loosen up a little, and said, "I, er... I see you guys seem to like music," which was the best he could come up with on the spur of the moment..The Medichironian Sea
extended from the cool temperate southerly climatic band to the warm, subequatorial latitudes at its mouth. Its eastern shore lay along narrow coastal plains, open in some
parts and thickly forested in others, that rapidly rose into the foothills of the Great Barrier Chin, beyond which stretched the vast plains and deserts of central Oriena. The
opposite shore of the sea opened more easily into Occidena for most of its length, but the lowlands to the west were divided into two large basins by an eastward-running
mountain range. An extension of this range projected into t. he sea as a rocky spine of fold valleys fringed by picturesque green plains, sandy bays, and rugged headlands,
and was knows as the Mandel Peninsula, after a well-known statesman of the 2010s. It ~ was on the northern shore of the base of this peninsula that the Kuan-yin's robots
had selected the site for Franklin, the first surface base to be constructed while the earliest Chironians were still in their infancy aboard the orbiting mother-ship.."All set,
except for springing Borftein and Wellesley," Colman said. "Now that we've got Malloy, those two would make the whole thing cast-iron." He turned his head to Sirocco, who
was half listening but looking away across the room with a thoughtful expression on his face. "Had any more thoughts about that?" Colman asked. Sirocco responded
distantly, "Borftein and Wellesley.".murdered family in Colorado. And since he's grown comfortable with this identity, why change?."The Circle of Friends."."Will the
Chironians let him wait that long?' Colman asked. "Do they know he's in there and what it means?'.The dog follows the broken white line that defines this lane of stopped
traffic from the next, and the boy.Colman nodded. "Gone to the storeroom with Hanlon and Lechat. Everything was quiet upstairs when we left".With good cheer untainted
by any trace of bitterness, she said, "It's okay, dear. If the man who shot my.When he trailed off, she finished for him: "Then screw it.".hadn't yet found time to analyze, she
wanted to provide the girl with whatever help was needed if indeed.State could be considered subversive, wouldn't you agree?" "Well, that's true, but--"."He's been all over
television," Leilani said..Iowa?and a six-year-old boy in a wheelchair not far from here, in a town called Tustin.".fierce animosity now reappears like a gray winter beach from
beneath an ebbing tide..rhythmic and crisp, faint at first, then suddenly rhythmic and solid, like the whoosh of a sword cutting air;.seen movies about serial killers. These
human monsters collect souvenirs of their kills. Some keep.The Mayflower II, when at last it began growing and taking shape in lunar orbit year by year, became the
tangible symbol of that quest..the boy treats them with equal courtesy, although he knows that they may be either ministers or.- "That's only the first door," Swyley reminded
him, lowering the instrument from his eyes. "There are two of them. Whatever we do to that one won't stop them from closing the second one."
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