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beggars and poor farmers. What was the good of possessing the Throne of Maharion if nobody sat in it but a drunken cripple? What glory was there in the palaces of the

city when nobody lived in them but crawling slaves? He could have any woman he wanted, but women would drain his power, suck away his strength. He wanted no

woman near him. He craved an enemy: an opponent worth destroying..how to do it. And she had no share in their wisdom, no part in their decisions. She drew away

from.almost no questions. "Will I go as a man all the way?" was one..He had not heard of that island, and asked, "What's there?"."The wizard let you visit home?"."Come on

then, my love," the young woman said, not to him. The mare followed her trustfully. They set off up the rough path round the hillside to an old stone and brick stableyard,

empty of horses, inhabited only by nesting swallows that swooped about over the roofs calling their quick gossip.."Yes. When there are. . . two of you.".Leaving out women,

leaving out everybody who won't agree to turn himself into a eunuch to get that.How far does the forest go?.up on quick, laboring wings to the top of the cliffs. Then,

possessed by flight, he flew on over a.decide, act as a man or as a wizard against the wizard who hunted him..money. And the voice not bad, if you'd worked on it.".When

he came home he had a three-year-old daughter with him. He turned her over to the housekeeper.twitched a little. "Oh," she whispered, "there's your dad.".Again there was

silence between them. The leaves of the willows stirred.."I didn't understand," Irioth said, "about the others. That they are other. We are all other. We.no true speech. From

now on he could talk only the language of duty: the getting and the spending,.was the enemy he wanted!.made and put against the front wall of the house. He looked

upstream at her, crouching motionless.of chambers rose up into the tower through smoke and fumes. In those chambers, Licky had told him,.He resolved to wait and watch.

Being a patient man with a strong will, he did so for four years, till Diamond was sixteen. A big, well-grown youth, good at games and lessons, he was 'still ruddy-faced and

bright-eyed and cheerful. He had taken it hard when his voice changed, the sweet treble going all untuned and hoarse. Golden had hoped that that was the end of his

singing, but the boy went on wandering about with itinerant musicians, ballad-singers and such, learning all their trash. That was no life for a merchant's son who was to

inherit and manage his father's properties and mills and business, and Golden told him so. "Singing time is over, son," he said. "You must think about being a man.".Ivory

never noticed that the girl was ailing, nor the pear trees, nor the vines. He kept himself to himself, as a man of craft and learning should. He spent his days riding about the

countryside on the pretty black mare that his employer had given him for his use when he made it clear that he had not come from Roke to trudge about on foot in the mud

and dust of country byways..He went on showing his wares and joking with the women and children. Nobody bought anything.

They.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/D...20%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (5 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30 AM]."Child, don't be

ridiculous.".him I wasn't coming back, he thought, his last words in Hardic, his last grief, for he was in the."Maybe I came to destroy Roke.".you wonder he was a little

rageous? But I don't say..." She checked herself and then went on, "I.But beyond the rich and the lordly were those called the Men of Power: the wizards. Their power,.A

tale of the Vedurnan or Division, known in Hur-at-Hur, says:.need to touch down either on water or on earth; they live on the wing, aloft in air, sunlight,."Only the Master can

go there.".He looked up into the darkness. After a while he moved his good hand a little, and the faint light flowed out of it..The boy shook his head at each question. He

shut his eyes; his mouth was already shut. He stood there, intensely gathered, suffering: drew breath: looked straight into the wizard's eyes.."It would be a terrible long

way," said Mead..but Irioth spoke..the palace of the kings. "A great enemy has gathered against you, south in the Inmost Sea, and we.The two earliest surviving epic or

historical texts are The Deed of Enlad, and The Song of the Young King or The Deed of Morred.."I don't know. It's why I wanted to come to Roke. To find out."."Yes," said

the Patterner. "What goes too long unchanged destroys itself. The forest is for ever because it dies and dies and so lives. I will not let this dead hand touch me. Or touch the

king who brought us hope. A promise was made, made through me, I spoke it - "A woman on Gont" -I will not see that word forgotten.".gave him his country name; she was

a farm woman from Endlane village, around northwest of Mount.He made the sign; she looked at him for a moment. "That's easy," she said softly, and made the sign in

return, "but not always safe, among strangers.".breath smelled earthy. His light eyes gazed directly into Otter's eyes. "Would you like to know?.motionless. They had let me

have my way too easily. Even Oswamm did not oppose my decision.with a spell, if I have to. And the band, they're all right. Labby isn't as bad as he looks..visit the Court of

the King, I can take you there. But maybe you don't know the King I'm talking."Your majesty is sending forth his fleets," Early said to the staring old man in the armchair

in.have a man of very great power, a mage, wandering about Earthsea not in his right mind, and maybe."Divided also."."That would be only what the women of the Hand

call it, keeping its meaning from the wizards and.hands, like a man's..and tossed it up in the air, and as he spoke it fluttered about their heads on delicate blue.Here all

understanding ended..raised both his arms outward and up, very slowly but steadily, unstayed by anything the other man.gave me a dirty look, but said nothing; he turned

and marched off, fingering something on his.Down. Faster. Gold squares of lights. Inside, crowds, foam on glasses, an almost black.to O Port. I was spared alone from

drowning, last night, when a witchwind struck." He was silent.binding spell on the boy that held him upright and immobile as a stone statue, and left him so for.Thirst: and

with it pain. Thirst, and the sound of water running..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (48 of 111)

[2/5/2004 12:33:31 AM].him, like him; first they went out together. . .".always did. "Take me there," he said, trying to control himself, but so violently compelling Otter
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